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Board Contacts British Foreign Secretary on Crucial Strategic Is-

sues — The Board has recently relayed its concerns to the Foreign 

Secretary, David Miliband, on a number of vital issues : the threat 

posed by Hezbollah and the dangers of normalising relations with them, 

following the Lebanese government’s decision to allow Hezbollah to keep 

arms for use against Israel; the draft European Union Proposal calling 

for the resolution of issues surrounding the status of Jerusalem pre-

empting peace talks. The Board’s letter emphasised that on such a cen-

tral issue for both sides, EU policy on the peace process should not be 

prescriptive but should rather be consistent with the EU’s role as a mediator. 

 

Finally, the Board also wrote to the Foreign Secretary requesting that the British Govern-

ment places pressure on the Iranian authorities to release an imprisoned Jewish Iranian 

teenager for his alleged involvement in the Tehran demonstrations.   

 

 

 

Board President Meets Russian President Medvedev — A European Jewish   

Congress (EJC) delegation, including Vivian Wineman, Board President and Paul  

Edlin, Vice President and Chairman of the International Division, met last 

week with Russian President Medvedev (pictured) and  Foreign Minister Lav-

rov. Issues raised included concerns about Iran,  antisemitism and Holocaust 

remembrance. President Medvedev acknowledged  that the ‘threat from Iran 

is very real and should be treated seriously’ as well  as endorsing the idea of a 

Holocaust Memorial Day in Russia. 

 

 

 

Women of Faith Unite to Break Barriers – The Board of 

Deputies was involved in 18 events around the country during 

Inter Faith week in November, including an evening of crackling 

debate and tough topics, when 50 prominent women from six 

faith communities gathered at the Board of Deputies to con-

front the challenges that face women of faith in contemporary 

Britain. The stimulus for discussion was this year’s Review Paper  

Bharti Tailor of the Hindu Forum of Britain  on the role of women in the Jewish Community ‘Connection, Con-

tinuity and Community – British Jewish Women Speak Out’. 
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Independent Safeguarding Authority Briefing — The Board arranged a briefing for Jewish 

communal organisations on the new Safeguarding Regulations, which have been the subject 

of much comment in the media.  In order to help communities and welfare organisations un-

derstand the new requirements for those in contact with children and vulnerable adults, 

Nick Smith from the Department for Children, Schools and Families explained the new rules 

and took questions from representatives from a variety of Jewish organisations involved in 

informal education, youth activities and care for the elderly.  

 

Volunteers Boost their Knowledge — As part of its education programme for non-Jewish 

audiences, and in conjunction with the London School of Jewish Studies Responsibility Unit, 

the Board is running a seven week course entitled “Shul Guiding.” Participants include repre-

sentatives from around London, many of whom are already volunteer guides for the Board’s 

‘Seeing Jewish Way of Life’ synagogue tours.  

 

For many schools, a guided visit to a synagogue is an invaluable means 

to building greater  

understanding of Judaism.  The Board sees this course as a great 

way to increase the  

knowledge and confidence of those doing this work to ensure that 

these synagogue visits are as meaningful as possible. 

 

Board Endorses Social Cohesion Report — The Board of Deputies 

strongly welcomed the Church of England’s report “Strong Schools 

for Strong Communities,” providing substantive evidence that Faith 

Schools are robustly leading the way in promoting community  

cohesion and race equality. The Board strongly believes that through links between Jewish 

Schools and other schools with a religious character, it is clear that a strong grounding in 

Jewish religion and ethics gives our children confidence and a firm sense of identity that 

actually enhances their ability to interact with children of other faiths.  With that and with 

our own top level contacts with Anglican, Catholic and other faith groups on education is-

sues, faith schools are drawing our communities closer together. 

 

Board Speaks out Against Problematic School and University Twinnings — The Board has 

spoken out against the twinning of the London School of Economics and Gaza University, 

stressing that institutions of Higher Education across Britain have a responsibility to ensure 

that they safeguard their students from alliances with extreme ideologies, including that of 

Hamas.   

 

Additionally, the Board has recently written to Hampstead School for Boys, which is twinned 

with the Abu Dis Boys’ School in East Jerusalem. The twinning has led to the propagation of 

partisan political campaigning within the school which breaches the Education Act 1996. Par-

ents of a Jewish pupil at the school have also raised the matter with their local MP and with 

the Mayor of London.      


